
Copyright ©
This is not legal advice but general information. Copyright is complex.

Protecting Your Work
Copyright is an author’s legal right to protect his/her work. Copyrighted work can include 
pictures, books, posters, labels, covers, websites, electronic information, software, and 
more. Copyrighted work cannot be copied, distributed, or sold without the copyright 
owner’s permission. Violation is punishable by fines in the tens-of-thousands of dollars, 
and in some cases, jail terms.

In Australia, your work is automatically protected by copyright as soon as you finish it. 
There is no deposit/registration in Australia, and you do not even have to put ‘copyright ’ 
on your work (but it is strongly advised). Australia, New Zealand, UK, USA, Canada, and 
about 95 other countries subscribe to international copyright treaties, so you will be 
protected worldwide. (Note that protection is different in different countries.)

There are three basic requirements for a work to be copyrightable: it must be original, fixed 
in a physical form, and an expression, not an idea. Ideas and concepts cannot be 
copyrighted, only the specific expression of those ideas, e.g. the word order. This means 
you can write a love story with the same theme and events as Romeo & Juliet (say, West 
Side Story). But you can’t use the same characters, dialogue, or descriptions.

What You Can Use From Others
Just as you do not want people using your material without permission, you are also bound 
by the same laws. You can’t use copyrighted material in your work without permission. 
Permission is sometimes given by authors, for a fee or for free. But 'no' means no. Authors 
have the right to control their work, reputation, and income.

Most photos and illustrations are copyright. This includes snapshots your neighbour took, 
and especially the Internet/web. Just because photos are on the web does not mean they 
are in the public domain. Even old or foreign works are often protected by copyright: The 
National Portrait Gallery in London holds the copyright to many famous British paintings 
hundreds of years old. Clip Art often has specific restrictions attached (for example, for 
personal use only, not for anything commercial, or a specific type and quantity of 
commercial use.)

Legal Copies and Fair Dealing/Fair Use
Copyrighted works may be copied in small portions under certain circumstances. For 
example, it is ‘fair use’ to copy a small article from a newspaper or magazine for your own 
private purposes, or for study. You may also copy small segments of a work to use in 
reviews. You may quote small segments of copyrighted material in your work if you cite the 
source and credit the author. Note that 'small segments' is a grey and slippery quantity, 
and care should be taken that you are not using too much of a work. For Australian 
documents, a percentage is generally applied. Other countries do not use a percentage as 
a guide, and even have specific restrictions for 'fair use.'

Copyright generally lasts the author’s lifetime plus fifty years. There are exceptions and 
complications, including renewing copyright and derivative works. Do not assume 
something is in the public domain or that you have blanket permission to use it.



allBIZ Policy
At allBIZ we treat copyright and confidentiality very seriously. We respect the rights of 
authors, on both sides. The artwork we create is original, and/or includes stock images 
with rights.


